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John G. Carlson, a White House deputy press secretary, last week termed an 
AVIATION WEEK & SPACE TECHNOLOGY report that Secretary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger directed the Central Intelligence Agency to slant U.S. estimates of the 
Soviet Tupolev Backfire bombers-range an “outrageous lie.” The deputy press 
secretary’s statement was made in response to a query by the United Press 
International news service following the publication of the item in AVIATION WEEK'S 
Washington Roundup column of Sept. 13 (p. 13). The report said Kissinger ordered 
that.the range estimates for the Backfire be reduced to coincide with the present U.S. 


position in the strategic arms limitation talks now under way with the Soviet Union, 


according to a White House staff member. 


The deputy press secretary said, “Chis is a slanderous attack on the integrity of the 


Secretary of State and the Central Intelligence Agency. To allege that the study was 
distorted to fit policy preferences is an outrageous lie. The story is totally without 
foundation, and AVIATION WEEK has an obligation to set the record straight.” 

The magazine asked the White House press office to provide its version of what 
would “set the record straight.” A press spokesman declined and suggested, instead, 
that AVIATION WEEK recheck its sources. AVIATION WEEK has rechecked its sources, 
and the item is correct as Ss origne ally published. 
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